
MINUTES 
Board of Selectpersons 

COPY RECEIVED 
DATE: 101 • ~I~ 
TIME: ~ ', W .p JY'\....­
TOWN CCERK'S OF'f: ICE 

Tuesday, October 6, 2026- 7:00 PM 
Norma Drummer Room- Seymour Town Hall 

Members Present: Annmarie Drugonis, Trisha Danka, Phil Wilhelmy, Scott Andrews, Brianna Girard, AI 
Bruno and Bob Findley 
Others Present: Town Counsel, Ryan Driscoll; CAO, Kurt Miller; Finance Director, Jason Vieira; Theresa 
Conroy, Fred Stanek, Sookhai Family, Dr. Susan Compton, Frank Gabianelli, Jeff Baryla and Rob Oyer 

ITEM #1: Call meeting to order 
First Selectwoman, Ann marie Drugonis, called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM 

ITEM #2: Pledge of Allegiance 
Everyone saluted the flag and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ITEM #3: Public Comment 
Theresa Conroy, 177 Skokorat Street, expressed concern that the Town has discussed tax incentives for 
businesses but has not given similar consideration to senior citizen tax relief. She noted that many 
longtime senior residents are living on fixed incomes and struggltng financially. She referenced 
Connecticut General Statutes§ 12-129n, which allows municipalities to provide additional property tax 
relief, and a new state option beginning with the October 1, 2027 assessment year. Ms. Conroy 
emphasized that the issue is one of fairness and priorities, not seniors versus developers, and requested 
that senior citizen tax relief be placed back on the agenda for further discussion. 

ITEM #4: Approval of minutes 
a. Regular Meeting- September 15, 2026 
b. Ordinance Committee -September 15, 2026 

Motion to approve minutes from the September 15, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes 
Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Phil Wilhelmy 
Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 2-Abstain 
Annmarie Drugonis- Yes 
AI Bruno- Yes 
Bob Findley- Abstain 

Trisha Danka -Yes 
Brianna Girard- Yes 

Phil Wilhelmy- Yes 
Scott Andrews- Abstain 

Motion to approve minutes from the September 15, 2026 Ordinance Committee Meeting Minutes 
Motion: Trisha Oanka Second: Phil Wilhelmy 
Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 2-Abstain 
Ann marie Drugonis- Yes 
AI Bruno- Yes 
Bob Findley- Abstain 

ITEM #5: Appointments 

Trisha Danka- Yes 
Brianna Girard- Yes 

Phil Wilhelmy - Yes 
Scott Andrews- Abstain 

Bill Stowe, a longtime member of the Board of Public Works, recently passed away. His wife is being 
appointed to serve the remainder of his term. 
Motion to appoint lisa Stowe to the Board of Public Works for a term to expire December 1, 2027 
Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Scott Andrews 
Vote: 7-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain 
Annmarie Drugonis- Yes Trisha Danka- Yes Phil Wilhelmy- Yes 
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AI Bruno- Yes 
Bob Findley- Yes 

Brianna Girard - Yes 

ITEM #6: Tax refunds/abatements 
Motion to approve the tax refunds/abatements as presented. 
Motion: Trisha Oanka Second: Bob Findley 
Vote: 7-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain 
Ann marie Drugonis - Yes 
AI Bruno- Yes 
Bob Findley- Yes 

Trisha Danka - Yes 
Brianna Girard - Yes 

ITEM #7: Correspondence 
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Phil Wilhelmy - Yes 
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ITEM #8: Presentation from the Sookhai Family regarding a potential program to provide hygiene and 
other essential items to the Seymour Public Schools 

A presentation was given regarding a proposed community initiative aimed at providing 
personal care products to students and families in need. The Sookhai family discussed the program's 
objectives, community involvement, and plans to collaborate with local schools. The family pledged 
$1,500 to help launch the initiative and requested the Board's endorsement and assistance in 
establishing community partnerships. 

In response to Scott's question regarding administration of the program, the Sookhai family 
discussed plans to establish collection locations throughout Town and work with school nurses, social 
workers, and community members. The increasing cost of personal care products and the growing need 
among students and families were also discussed. 

Superintendent, Or. Susan Compton, expressed support for the initiative, noting that school 
nurses would benefit from additional supplies. She stated that the initiative would be discussed at an 
upcoming Board of Education meeting. The importance of developing a sustainable program was also 
emphasized. 

The Sookhai family noted that the initiative remains in the planning stages. The Board expressed 
support for the initiative and commended the students for their presentation and efforts. 

ITEM #9: Discussion and possible action regarding an update from the Awards Committee and its 
recommendations for award recipients 
Motion to update Item #9 to be "to present the awards to our awards recipients" 
Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Scott Andrews 
Vote: 7-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain 
Ann marie Drugonis- Yes 
AI Bruno- Yes 
Bob Findley· Yes 

Trisha Danka- Yes 
Brianna Girard- Yes 

Phil Wilhelmy- Yes 
Scott Andrews- Yes 
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Brianna, the newly appointed Awards Committee Chair, presented the 2026 Frank and Ann 
Conroy Outstanding Community Service Award to Thomas Baklik in recognition of his exemplary 
community service and the 2026 Roberta M. King Excellence in Governmental Service Award to 
Frederick D. Stanek in recognition of his exemplary governmental service. 

Mr. Stanek congratulated Mr. Baklik and recognized his dedication and numerous contributions 
to the community. Mr. Baklik discussed his annual Christmas breakfast, scheduled for November 15th 
from 9:00a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 19 Chucta Road, which benefits several surrounding communities 
through donations of new, unwrapped toys. 

Mr. Stanek thanked the Board for the recognition and reflected on his 40 years of service in 
elected office. He also shared his memories of Roberta King and her dedication to the Town of Seymour, 
expressing his appreciation for receiving the award. 

ITEM #10: Discussion and possible action regarding emergency appropriation for a lease purchase for 
a new plow truck for Seymour DPW 

Public Works Director, Frank Gabianelli, explained that a 26-year-old Public Works truck was 
found to have significant structural deterioration during its annual federal inspection and would not pass 
inspection. He noted that replacement had previously been included in the budget but was ultimately 
cut. He expressed concerns regarding the truck's safety and emphasized that removing it from service 
would significantly impact winter road maintenance and public safety, particularly on the west side of 
Town. 

The Board discussed the department's aging fleet, replacement needs, and long-term capital 
planning. Frank explained that several trucks have been refurbished to extend their useful life, but 
additional replacements will be necessary in the coming years. He also indicated that a replacement 
truck was available through a lease-purchase arrangement. 

Fin a nee Director, Jason Vieira, outlined potential financing options through the vendor or M& T 
Bank, noting that no down payment would be required and payments would begin the following year. 
The possibility of auctioning the retired truck and allocating the proceeds to Public Works was also 
discussed. 

The Board emphasized the importance of public safety, adequate funding, and educating 
residents about the Town's equipment needs. Discussion also focused on improving long-term capital 
planning to help prevent similar situations in the future. Kurt noted that the department presents its 
five-year capital plan annually, but funding limitations continue to be the primary obstacle. 

Resolution: 
Resolved, by the Board of Selectpersons to approve the purchase and lease of a Freightliner 114SD 

Plus SA Plow Truck from Freightliner of Hartford to be used for snow removal and public safety. The cost 

of this equipment is $277,069.44 will lease through a tax-exempt municipal lease through M& T Bank 

and/or its wholly owned subsidiary 233 Genesee Street Corporation. At the conclusion of the lease the 

Town will own the equipment for $1. 

Motion to approve the resolution as read 
Motion: Scott Andrews Second: Bob Findley 
Vote: 7-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain 
Ann marie Drugonis- Yes 
AI Bruno- Yes 
~ob Findley- Yes 

Trisha Danka- Yes 
Brianna Girard- Yes 

Phil Wilhelmy- Yes 
Scott Andrews- Yes 
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ITEM #11: Discussion and possible action with Finance Director Jason Vieira and IT Director Rob Dyer 
regarding the potential building of a town-owned cell tower 

The Town hired Airosmith, a consulting firm, to assist with the cell tower project. 
Representatives from Airosmith, Verizon, and Town staff visited three potential locations: Gary Park, 
Seymour Middle School, and Great Hill Hose Company. Gary Park was initially the preferred location; 
however, Verizon's radio frequency engineers determined it was too close to an existing tower in 
Ansonia. The Seymour Middle School location was also ruled out due to insufficient ground elevation. 

The Great Hill Hose Company property was determined to be a suitable location for a proposed 
140-foot tower. The existing tower would be removed and replaced with a new tower near the current 
storage shed. The tower would be painted to blend in with the surrounding trees. 

An Airosmith project manager was scheduled to revisit the site on October 9th to complete 
additional compliance work, with a report anticipated before the next Board of Selectpersons meeting. 

Scott raised concerns regarding potential complaints from residents in the Botsford Road area. 
The Board further discussed the proposed tower location, removal of the existing tower, and potential 
revenue to the Town. A more detailed report is expected at the November meeting. 

ITEM #12: Discussion and possible action regarding the abandonment of town-owned property 
a. Birch Street 
Birch Street, a paper road located between Washington Avenue and Cherry Street, was previously 

discussed for potential abandonment to the four surrounding property owners. 
Attorney Driscoll outlined the process for discontinuing the road, which includes an 8-24 referral, 

Board of Selectpersons approval, Town Meeting approval, and a 30-day notice to adjacent property 
owners. Following discussions with Attorney LeClerc, it was recommended that the Town Meeting be 
scheduled for December to allow sufficient time for the required notifications. 

Attorney Driscoll explained that the first step would be for the Board to determine whether it 
wishes to proceed with the abandonment and take appropriate action subject to statutory 
requirements. The Board discussed the matter. 

Motion that the town moves forward to abandon the property known as Birch Street 
Motion: Scott Andrews Second: Bob Ffndley 

Discussion: AI Bruno asked whether Birch Street had presented any issues. Scott explained that 
while the road was heavily used in the past, it has since become a dumping ground. Phil expressed his 
support for the abandonment, noting its potential benefits. Attorney Driscoll explained that abandoning 
the road would transfer ownership and maintenance responsibilities to the four adjacent property 
owners. 
Vote: 7-Yes 
Ann marie Drugonis - Yes 
AI Bruno - Ye5, 
Bob Findley · Yes 

0-No 0-Abstain 
Trisha Danka- Yes 
Brianna Girard - Yes 

Phil W ilhelmy - Yes. 
Scott Andrews - Yes 

ITEM #13: Set Special Town Meeting for the Abandonment of Birch Street for Wednesday, November 
4, 2026 at 6:45 PM in the Norma Drummer Room of Seymour Town Hall 
Motion to Set Special Town Meeting for the Abandonment of Birch Street for Tuesday, December 1, 
2026 at 6:45 PM in the Norma Drummer Room of Seymour Town Hall 
Motion: Trisha Danka Second: AI Bruno 
Vote: 7-Yes 
Ann marie Drogonis - Yes 
AI Bruno - Yes 
Bob Findley · Yes 

0-No 0-Abstain 
Trisha Danka- Yes 
Brianna Girard - Yes 

Phil W ilhelmy - Yes 
Scott Andrews - Yes 



ITEM #14: Discussion and possible action regarding a request for an 8-24 Referral for 234 W. Church 
Street. 

Annmarie presented a map illustrating a small Town-owned parcel near 234 West Church Street. 
She explained that the adjacent property owner is interested in purchasing the unused parcel for a 
proposed residential development. In response to Phil's question, Annmarie confirmed that the 
property is landlocked and noted that retaining an easement would leave the Town responsible for the 
property. 

Kurt explained that due to the slope of the property, storm water management improvements 
would be necessary and could encroach upon the paper road. He noted that the property owner owns 
the surrounding land and that transferring the parcel would be the most practical solution. The Planning 
and Zoning Commission will review the proposal and provide a report. 

Motion to send an 8-24 referral for 234 West Church Street to the Planning & Zoning Commission 
Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Phil Wilhelmy 
Vote: 7-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain 
Annmarie Drugonis - Yes 
AI Bruno - Yes 
Bob Findley · Yes 

Trisha Danka - Yes 
Brianna Girard - Yes 

Phil Wilhelmy- Yes 
Scott Andrews- Yes 

ITEM #15: Discussion and possible action regarding the Town of Seymour Business Tax Incentive Plan 
The Board discussed the proposed Business Tax Incentive Plan, which remains in draft form and 

was previously reviewed by the Tax Incentive Committee. It was noted that the Board of Selectpersons 
will now oversee further development of the plan. 

Phil suggested expanding the plan to include senior citizen tax incentives. Ann marie clarified 
that the housing provisions would apply to larger developments, such as apartment complexes, rather 
than individual one- or two-family homes. The Board also discussed claw back provisions, compliance 
requirements, and applicable State housing regulations. 

Brianna requested financial scenarios outlining the potential costs to the Town. Kurt agreed to 
provide the information to the Board in advance of the next meeting. Further discussion will take place 
at that time. No action was taken. 

ITEM #16: Discussion and possible action regarding request from the Boys and Girls Club to hold their 
annual Carnival at the Seymour Community Center from June 21, 2027 through July 4, 2027 

The Board discussed a request from the Boys and Girls Club to hold its annual carnival at the 
Seymour Community Center from June 21, 2027, through July 4, 2027, with hopes of making it an annual 
event in Seymour. The organization indicated its willingness to cover costs associated with f ield usage 
and police services, etc. No alcohol would be sold at the event. 

The Board discussed the potential impact on Community Center operations. Annmarie explained 
that the carnival would primarily operate during evening hours and was not expected to interfere with 
daily activities. Parking arrangements for carnival workers were also discussed. 

Motion to approve request from the Boys and Girls Club to hold their annual Carnival at the Seymour 
Community Center from June 21, 2027 through July 4, 2027 
Motion:Phil Wilhelmy Second: Brianna Girard 
Vote: 7-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain 
Ann marie Orugonis- Yes 
AI Bruno- Yes 
Bob Findley- Yes 

Trisha Oanka- Yes 
Brianna Girard- Yes 

Phil Wilhelmy - Yes, 
Scott Andrews - Yes. 
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ITEM #17: Discussion and possible action regarding resident request to purchase a paper street known 
as South Benham Road 

The Board discussed correspondence from the Seymour Conservation Commission opposing the 
potential sale of a paper road near Little Laurel Ledge Park- South Benham Road. Jeff Baryla, advisor to 
the Conservation Commission, explained that the matter was discussed at its July meeting and members 
expressed opposition to the sale. 

Ann marie discussed a request from Matt Alterio, a property owner on Tibbets Road, who 
expressed interest in purchasing the paper road to address property boundaries. She explained that 
Middle, North, and South Benham Roads were originally intended to connect but were never 
completed. 

Attorney Driscoll outlined the process for selling Town-owned property, including the need for a 
title search and other required procedures. Annmarie noted that the costs of a title search and survey 
could exceed $10,000 and that a public bidding process would not guarantee Mr. Alterio's purchase of 
the property. 

Several Board members expressed concerns regarding the potential sale, suggesting that 
retaining the property and incorporating it into Little Laurel ledge Park could provide greater long-term 
benefits to residents. Phil encouraged the Board to consider the advantages and disadvantages of both 
options. 

The Board also discussed previous issues involving the property, including a prior proposal and 
an encroachment matter that had since been resolved which included Mr. Alterio. AI expressed 
opposition to selling the paper road, emphasizing the importance of preserving the property for 
community use. 

Motion to not sell the paper road known as South Benham Road 
Motion: Scott Andrews Second: AI Bruno 

Discussion: Phil emphasized the importance of considering all perspectives before making a 
decision. Bob expressed support for retaining the property, noting its potential for recreational trails and 
the benefits it could provide to the community. 
Vote: 7-Yes O~No 0-Abstain 
Ann mane Drugonis - Yes 
AI Bruno- Yes 
Bob Findley - Yes 

Trisha Danka- Yes 
Brianna Girard- Yes 

Phil Wilhelmy- Yes 
Scott Andrews -Yes 

Motion to add to the agenda Town of Seymour Pole Wire Relocation #1450C- 1621- Pearl Street@ 
Maple Street 
Motion: Scott Andrews 
Vote: 7-Yes 0-No 
Ann marie Drugonis - Yes 
AI Bruno- Yes 
Bob Findley- Yes 

Second: Phil Wilhelmy 
0-Abstain 
Trisha Danka- Yes 
Brianna Girard- Yes 

Phil Wilhelmy- Yes 
Scott Andrews- Yes 

Ann marie explained that Frontier installed a new utility pole at the intersection of Pearl and 
Maple Streets. She noted that utility companies are responsible for relocating their equipment at their 
own expense, and all utilities located above the Town's traffic signal equipment have completed their 
transfers. 

Bryan Nesteriak reported receiving two proposals for relocating the traffic signal equipment 
Superior Electric for $13,200 and A&S Electrical for $14,500. He recommended awarding the work to the 
low bidder, Superior Electric. 
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Phil inquired whether the State had been contacted regarding potential assistance or future 
plans for the intersection. Ann marie indicated that the State was not willing to provide assistance and 
noted that funding was available in the streetlight budget account. 

Motion to approve Bryan Nesteriak's lowest bidder recommendation of Superior Electric at the cost of 
$13,200.00 
Motion: Trisha Danka 
Vote: 7-Yes 0-No 
Annmarie Drugonis- Yes 
AI Bruno- Yes 
Bob Findley - Yes 

Second: Bob Findley 
0-Abstain 
Trisha Danka- Yes 
Brianna Girard - Yes 

Phil Wilhelmy- Yes 
Scott Andrews- Yes 

ITEM #18: Discussion regarding Board of Selectpersons meeting for Tuesday, October 20, 2026 
Early Voting begins on October 19th, during which time the Norma Drummer Room will be utilized for 
voting. As a result, the Board's regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, October 20th will need to be 
canceled. 

ITEM #19: Ordinance 
b. Fire Department Cost Recovery 
c. Right to Farm 
d. Agricultural Committee 

Fire Department Cost Recovery- the Fire Department is asking for this ordinance to be passed to the 
ordinance committee to discuss. 

Motion to move the Fire Department Cost Recovery Ordinance to the ordinance committee 
Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Phil Wilhelmy 

Discussion: Scott questioned whether the Board of Fire Commissioners was aware of the matter 
and emphasized the importance of ensuring all parties are informed and in agreement. He noted that he 
had additional questions that he would forward to the Ordinance Committee for consideration. 
Vote: 7-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain 
Annmarie Drugonis - Yes 
AI Bruno- Yes 
Bob Findley - Yes 

Trisha Danka- Yes 
Brianna Girard- Yes 

Phil Wilhelmy- Yes 
Scott Andrews- Yes 

Right to farm- no actions taken. Will be discussed at the next meeting in November. 

Agricultural committee - no actions taken. Will be discussed at the next meeting in November. 

ITEM # 20: Public Comment 
Alex Danka, 203 Pearl Street, discussed changes to the Christmas Parade, including a new route 

beginning at Seymour High School and ending at the church. He explained that the event would take 
place in the evening and feature a procession of decorated vehicles, with registration information 
available outside the Town Clerk's Office. He also clarified that the Memorial Day Parade has not been 
canceled, although the route may need to be adjusted due to potential construction on Main Street. 

Mr. Danka also addressed concerns raised at the previous meeting regarding the condition and 
replacement of flags throughout Town. He explained that flags are typically replaced upon request from 
the First Selectwoman or Operations Manager, Tim Connors, and asked the Board to establish clearer 



responsibilities for the flag stewards. He also apologized for unknowingly purchasing flags manufactured 
in China and for any concerns this caused. 

ITEM #21: Selectpersons public comment 
Phil stated that he was made aware of a recent Planning and Zoning Commission ruling and plans to 
attend its next meeting to obtain additional information. 

AI commended Seymour Pink for another successful annual race and thanked the organization for its 
continued contributions to the community. He also thanked Alex Danka for attending the meeting and 
providing clarification regarding the flags and upcoming parades. 

Trisha praised the Seymour Pink event and thanked the volunteers for their efforts. 

Bob recognized Seymour Pink for its dedication to the community and thanked everyone involved. He 
also reminded residents to exercise caution as daylight hours become shorter. 

Scott raised concerns regarding a proposed 150-unit development in Oxford, particularly its potential 
impact on traffic. Ann marie explained that Board members could attend the upcoming public forum to 
express their concerns. Scott also inquired about improving the sound system in the meeting room to 
better accommodate the audience. Rob Dyer, IT Director, explained that previous issues with 
microphone feedback and the room's acoustics have limited available options. Scott also commended 
the community's support and participation in the Seymour Pink race, particularly the residents who 
cheered on and assisted runners. 

ITEM #22: Comments from the First Selectwoman 

The First Selectwoman reported a successful turnout for the Seymour Pink SK and vigil and 
provided the following community updates and announcements: 

• Community Movie Night will be held on October 17th, with residents invited to vote on 
the movie selection. 

• The Community Trick or Treat event will be held on October 31st from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Registration for the Scary Lawn contest remains open through October 13th. 

• Veterans Day banners will be displayed throughout Town, with interested residents 
encouraged to contact Heather Brown at Seymour High School or the Parade and Events 
Committee. 

• The Seymour High School Sports Hall of Fame event will take place on October 26th, 
with tickets available at Town Hall. 

• The Seymour Christmas Parade will be held on November 28th and will feature an 
evening procession of decorated vehicles with designated viewing locations throughout 
Town due to ongoing downtown construction. 

• The annual Trunk or Treat event has been canceled this year due to increased 
attendance, logistical challenges, and limited volunteer resources. Emergency Services 
will reevaluate the event for future years. 



The First Selectwoman reported that railroad construction remains on schedule and that a 
productive meeting was held with RAF regarding its future growth and long-term plans in 
Seymour. 

Regarding the Bungay School project, she explained that recent evaluations determined the 
existing building could not be repurposed without significant upgrades and potential risks to 
grant funding for the new school. As a result, the existing building will be demolished. The 
project remains in the design phase, with continued input from teachers and other 
stakeholders. She emphasized that construction costs must remain within the amount 
previously approved by voters. 

She also reported that the FY 2026 audit is on schedule for completion in mid-December and 
that the Assessor is working on the Grand List. 

Additional community events and announcements included Downtown Shopping in the Dark on 
October 10th, the Lions Car Show on October 11th, the C2 New England Style Breakfast on 
October 18th, and Seymour Pink Day on October 21st. The Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection event has been rescheduled to November 14th from 9:00a.m. to 2:00p.m. at the 
Ansonia Public Works facility. 

The First Selectwoman announced that the October 20th Board of Selectpersons meeting will 
be canceled due to Early Voting taking place in the Norma Drummer Room. Early Voting will be 
held at Town Hall from October 19th through November 1st, from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00p.m., with 
extended hours from 8:00a.m. to 8:00p.m. on October 27th and 29th. Election Day voting will 
take place on November 3rd from 6:00a.m. to 8:00p.m. at the Town 1s designated polling 
locations. Residents were also reminded of the availability of absentee voting and encouraged 
to visit MyVote.CT.gov for additional information. 

ITEM #23: Adjournment 
Annmarie Drugonis adjourned the meeting at 9:06pm 
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