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TIME:
MINUTES TOWN CLERK&S OFFICE
Ordinance Committee
Tuesday, October 6, 2026 at 6:30 PM
Norma Drummer Room — Seymour Town Hall

Members Present: Annmarie Drugonis, Trisha Danka, and Phil Wilhelmy
Others Present: Town Counsel, Attorney Ryan Driscoll; Chief Administrative Officer, Kurt Miller

ITEM #1: Call meeting to order
First Selectwoman, Annmarie Drugonis, called the meeting to order at 6:33 PM

ITEM #2: Pledge of Allegiance
Everyone saluted the flag and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ITEM #3: Public comment
None.

ITEM #4: Discussion and possible action
a) Rightto Farm
b} Agricultural Committee

» Right to Farm: Attorney Driscoll stated that he had received a copy of the Right to Farm
Ordinance developed by the Town of North Branford for reference. Annmarie explained that the
intent was to adopt the existing state statute, including any future amendments, rather than
develop separate ordinance language. Attorney Driscoll stated that he would relay this
information to Attorney LeClerc for further review and preparation of the appropriate wording.

This item was tabled until the next meeting in November.

= Agricultural Committee: Annmarie reviewed the proposed purpose of the Seymour
Agricultural Committee, which would be to promote, preserve, support, and strengthen
agriculture within the Town of Seymour, The Board agreed with the proposed purpose.

Membership of the committee: “two active farmers or agricuitural producers,
one agricultural landowner or Seymour resident, one representative or liaison familiar
with conservation and natural resources, one representative or individual familiar with
land use, planning zoning or wetlands issues, one representative of Seymour’s business
or economic development community, one Seymour resident with experience or
interest in agriculture gardening, food systems, agricultural education, youth programs
or related community activities.”

The Board discussed membership requirements, qualifications, and age restrictions. Phil
suggested having five members with a background or experience in agriculture, appointed by
the Board of Selectpersons. The Board also discussed encouraging youth involvement, with Kurt
suggesting the addition of two student liaisons.
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Duties and Responsibilities

The Seymaur Agriculture Commrunes shalt

* ldentify and promote the needs of Seymour’s larmers, agneultural busnesses, and agriculturat
PrOpeITy Owritrs

« Encourage the continued sgroultiral use of sutable Land withen Seymour

+ Identify spportunetes for farmiand preservaton and (omervation

* Develop and mantan an rventory of sgricullur o resourtes, fammy, larm busihesses, snd
agricuttural land within the Tonn where sppropiiste

* Reqommuend policies that suppdrt sgrmulture and redhuce unnecessary obatacles 1o kegrtimale
agricuttural Mihdtes

* Review proposed Town polities or reguistions dffecung sgnculture when requested and provide
advisory recommmmradlaton.

« Encourage Lerm stands. farmerns markets, coMmunty-supported sgnduiture, agritounsm, and other
OPPOrturElies that connect nelaients with focal agricuiture

« Promaote the purchase and vie of kocally grown and locally produced sgricuttural produers

+ Encourage agniclitural edudaton nd oPPortisndgs for youth volvement i farmeng, gardemning.
food produtton, énd niturs-resource stewarduup

» Assst farmers and sgricultur sl property ownert i dentifpng Jvadable munetips. state. federal and
nonprafit programs, grants, lechascal sssistance, and farmiland-preservatson Opporuniies

* Work cooperatnesly with the Conservation Comenestaon, Plannung and Zomng Commission, Inland
Wetlands Commession, Economic Development Commnton, Sustanabdity Commuttes. Town
Planner, and other Jppeopridte Town entilies

+ Develop recomenenditions (ondermeng sgriutiure for contsderstian during updates to Seymmours
Plan of Conservation and Development

* Promote public swareness of Seymaur's agricuitursd hestory and present<ley agrrcuitural comnmumily

+ Provede recoenmendatsons to the Board of Selecipersons concermang maners Ul signaficantly affect
agncuiture within Seymour

The Board agreed with the proposed three-year staggered terms and reviewed the duties and

responsibilities. Phil suggested replacing “farmers” with “farming” in the first sentence.

Annmarie stated that she would simplify the language and present a revised version at the next

meeting.

Motion to add to the agenda approval the minutes of the previous Ordinance Committee

Meeting

Motion: Phil Wilthelmy Second: Trisha Danka

Vote: 3-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis - Yes Phil Wilhelmy - Yes Trisha Danka — Yes

Motion to approve minutes from the last Ordinance Committee Meeting
Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Phil Wilhelmy
Vote: 3-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain
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Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Phil Wilhelmy - Yes
ITEM #5: Public comment

None,

ITEM #6: Adjournment

Annmarie Drugonis adjourned the meeting at 6:45 PM

ubmitted by,

<
Lianna McMurray Annmarie Drugoni
Recording Secretary First Selectwoman

Trisha Danka

Yes
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